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COVID-19 Decision Trees for Childcare 
'HFember���� 2021

  If the person (staff or child)... 
� Has symptoms, use the Symptom and Isolation Tree
� Has tested positive and does not have symptoms, use the Asymptomatic Positive Tree
� Is identified as a close contact and does not have symptoms, use the Close Contact and Quarantine Guidance

Symptom and Isolation Tree 
Isolate the person 

pending a final 
determination as 
required below 

NEGATIVE 
or not done. 

If no test result, skip 
to vaccination 

YES 

Result from a 

COVID test taken after 

onset of symptoms? 

Was the 

person identified as a 

close contact within the 

last 14 days? 

POSITIVE 

NO 

Is there a 

documented 

pre-existing chronic 

condition* that accounts for

the symptoms? 
question. 

What type of 
test was used? 

MOLECULAR YES 

Is the person 

fully vaccinated 

and haV�a
negative test? 

ANTIGEN 
Was a 

follow-up molecular 

test sample (collected 

within 48 hours) 

negative? 

NO 

NO. 
RU�UHVXOW�

ZDV�SRVLWLYH�

What was 

the result of a COVID 

test sample collected after on- 

set of symptoms? 

POSITIVE 
or not done. 

NEGATIVE. 
If antigen 
negative, 
confirmation 
with PCR 
must also be 
negative. 

YES 

YES 

Stay home until 
symptoms have 

improved, typically 24 
hours without fever and 
no use of fever-reducing 

medicine 

Stay at home for 14 days 
from last day of contact 

and until symptoms have 
improved and 24 hours 

have passed without fever 
or the use fever-reducing 

medicine 

Return on or after 
Day 11 from onset of 

symptoms if 
symptoms have 

improved + 24 hours 
without fever and no 
use of fever-reducing 

medications 

Stay home until 
symptoms have 

improved according to 
existing school policy, 

typically 24 hours 
without fever and no 
use of fever-reducing 

medicine 

Allow return to 
school or work 

Asymptomatic Positive Tree 
Isolate the person pending a final determination as described below 

ANTIGEN 
Was the 

positive result 

from an antigen or 

molecular 

test? 

MOLECULAR 
(PCR, LAMP, or 

NAAT) 

The test was negative. 
YES. 

Was a 

follow-up molecular 

test sample (collected 

within 48 hours) 

negative? 

NO. The test was positive, not
done, or not done within 48 hours. 

Isolate for 10 days from the date on 
which the first sample was collected. 
� Additional tests should not be performed.

� If symptoms develop, continue isolation

for 10 days past the onset of symptoms. 

Return on or after Day 11 if symptoms 

have improved + 24 hours without fever 

and no use of fever-reducing medications. 

Was the 

person identified as a 

close contact in the last 

14 days? 

YES 
Use the Close Contact and 

Quarantine Guidance 

NO 
Return to child care or work 

A person has tested positive for COVID-19 
and does not have symptoms 

A person has one or more symptoms associated with COVID-19 
Possible symptoms include fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, 
sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and/or diarrhea. 

NO 


